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Based on Psalms 40:1–9; Bob Hurd
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Here I Am, O Lord
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Here I Am, O Lord
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Here I Am, O Lord
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Here I Am, O Lord
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Composer Notes

This gathering song was commissioned for the dedication of St. Philomena’s Church, Carson,
California. For more typical Sunday parish use I have reduced what was originally a much longer
song to eight verses. One may choose three or four verses from among these for gathering. The
first four are drawn from various psalms of gathering and praise. Verses five to eight, based on
Psalm 40, concentrate more specifically on the theme of the refrain: “Here I am, O Lord, I come to
do your will.” 

Jesus, of course, is the one who comes to do God’s will. But because our baptism makes us
adopted daughters and sons, we too are invited to say “Here I am, O Lord, I come to do your will.”
Jesus fulfills God’s will by giving his life for humanity—the two are interrelated: “This is why the
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again...This command I have
received from the Father” (John 10:17–18). So it is that the Church, especially in the act of
Eucharistic gathering, is an efficacious sign (or sacrament) of the love of God and neighbor. 

Uses: This song may be used throughout the year for gathering. In addition, it complements the
readings/themes of the following Sundays and celebrations:

4th Sunday of Advent, Years B & C 
Baptism of the Lord 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sundays in Ordinary Time, Years A & B 
The Annunciation
Religious Profession and Ordination

—Bob Hurd
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